
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
DISTRICT OF MAINE 

 
 
In re: 
 
MONTREAL MAINE & ATLANTIC 
RAILWAY, LTD. 
 

Debtor. 
 

 
 
Bk. No. 13-10670 
Chapter 11 
 

 
FIRST INTERIM APPLICATION FOR COMPENSATION AND REIMBURSEMENT 
OF EXPENSES FOR BERNSTEIN, SHUR, SAWYER & NELSON, P.A., AS COUNSEL  

TO ROBERT J. KEACH, ESTATE REPRESENTATIVE, FOR THE PERIOD 
DECEMBER 23, 2015 THROUGH AND INCLUDING JUNE 30, 2016 

 
Name of Applicant: Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson, P.A. 

Authorized to Provide Professional 
Services as: 

Counsel to Robert J. Keach, estate representative 
of Debtor’s post-effective date estate  

Petition Date: August 7, 2013  

Date of Retention: August 28, 2013 nunc pro tunc to  
August 21, 2013* 
 

Period for Which Compensation and  
Reimbursement is Sought: 

December 23, 2015 through and including June 
30, 2016 

Total Amount of Compensation sought as 
actual, reasonable and necessary: 

$287,871.50 

Total Amount of Expenses sought as 
actual, reasonable and necessary: 

$2,767.21 

Total Fees and Expenses Requested 
During Compensation Period: 

$290,634.71 

 
This is an Interim Application.    

                                                            
* Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson, P.A. (“BSSN”) was retained on this date as counsel to Robert J. Keach in his 
capacity as chapter 11 trustee for the Debtor’s estate.  In his capacity of estate representative of the post-effective 
date estate of the Debtor (the “Estate Representative”), pursuant to the terms of the Trustee’s Revised First Amended 
Chapter 11 Plan of Liquidation, Dated July 15, 2015 (As Amended on October 8, 2015) [D.E. 1822] (the “Plan”), 
Mr. Keach selected BSSN as counsel on the Effective Date (as defined in the Plan).   

Case 13-10670    Doc 2215    Filed 08/01/16    Entered 08/01/16 16:12:38    Desc Main
 Document      Page 1 of 13



ii 

COMPENSATION BY PROFESSIONAL DURING COMPENSATION PERIOD 

 Department and 
Year Admitted† 

Total Billed 
Hours‡ 

Hourly 
Billing Rate 

Total 
Compensation  

Shareholders 

Sam Anderson BRI–2000 
0.5 $370.00  $185.00  
20.6 $405.00  $8,343.00  

Katherine Joyce EEP–2003 2.0 $280.00  $560.00  

Paul McDonald LPG–1987 12.4 $415.00  $5,146.00  

Eben Albert LPG–2008 0.3 $240.00  $72.00  

Senior Counsel 
Jessica Lewis BRI–2006 43.4 $275.00  $11,935.00  

Associates 
Bodie Colwell BRI–2011  3.5 $220.00  $770.00  

Roma Desai BRI–2009  177.4 $225.00  $39,915.00  

Timothy McKeon BRI–2012  
2.1 $200.00  $420.00  
288.4 $220.00  $63,448.00  

Michael Siedband BRI–2009  
0.7 $200.00  $140.00  
34.9 $220.00  $7,678.00  

Lindsay Zahradka BRI–2011 
0.2 $205.00  $41.00  
391.7 $225.00  $88,132.50  

Paralegals 
Peter Nichols LPG 18.9 $180.00  $3,402.00  

Karla Quirk BRI  149.9 $170.00  $25,483.00  

Angela Stewart BRI   153.6 $205.00  $31,488.00  

Librarian 

Christine B. Bertsch  6.2 $115.00  $713.00  

TOTAL 1,306.7 $287,871.50 

Blended hourly rate (excluding paralegal time): $264.29 
Blended hourly rate for paraprofessionals only§: $185.00 

 

   

                                                            
† BLPG – Business Law Practice Group; BRI – Business Restructuring and Insolvency; LPG – Litigation and 
Dispute Resolution; EEP—Energy and Environmental Practice Group.  A brief biography of each professional who 
has rendered services in connection with the fees and expenses herein is set forth on Exhibit B.  
‡ The Compensation Period covers calendar years 2015 and 2016.  As BSSN implemented an ordinary course rate 
increase for 2016, to the extent any timekeeper billed time during 2015 and 2016, both their rates and any associated 
time are reflected. 
§ Does not include librarian; blended hourly rate for paraprofessionals and librarian is $167.50.   
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COMPENSATION BY PROJECT CATEGORY DURING COMPENSATION PERIOD 

PROJECT 
CODE 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION HOURS AMOUNT 

1 Asset Analysis and Recovery  0.1 $40.50 
3 Business Operations 0.8 $198.00 
4 Case Administration 57.8 $12,042.50 
5 Claims Administration and Objections 230.0 $49,499.00 
7 Fee/Employment Applications 71.4 $15,809.00 
8 Fee/Employment Objections 0.4 $97.00 
10 Litigation 921.5 $204,737.50 
12 Plan and Disclosure Statement 24.3 $5,353.50 
14 Other 0.3 $72.00 
21 Tax Issues 0.1 $22.50 

TOTAL   1,306.7 $287,871.50 
 

EXPENSE SUMMARY FOR COMPENSATION PERIOD 

EXPENSE CATEGORY AMOUNT 
Filing Fees $200.00 
Sheriffs’ Fees $230.15 
Transcripts $233.49 
Outside Photocopies $9.00 
Federal Express $412.57 
Miscellaneous  $1,682.00 

Total Charges & Disbursements $2,761.21 
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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
DISTRICT OF MAINE 

 
 
In re: 
 
MONTREAL MAINE & ATLANTIC 
RAILWAY, LTD. 
 

Debtor. 
 

 
 
Bk. No. 13-10670 
Chapter 11 
 

 
FIRST INTERIM APPLICATION FOR COMPENSATION AND REIMBURSEMENT 
OF EXPENSES FOR BERNSTEIN, SHUR, SAWYER & NELSON, P.A., AS COUNSEL  

TO ROBERT J. KEACH, ESTATE REPRESENTATIVE, FOR THE PERIOD 
DECEMBER 23, 2015 THROUGH AND INCLUDING JUNE 30, 2016 

 
Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson, P.A. (“BSSN”), counsel to Robert J. Keach, the estate 

representative (the “Estate Representative”) of the post-effective date estate of Montreal Maine 

& Atlantic Railway, Ltd. (“MMA” or the “Debtor”),1 submits this first application (the “Fee 

Application”) seeking compensation for professional services and reimbursement of expenses on 

an interim basis for the period from December 23, 2015 through and including June 30, 2016 

(the “Compensation Period”).  In support of the Fee Application, BSSN states as follows: 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

1. This Court has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 157 and 

1334.  Venue is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1408 and 1409.  This matter is a core 

proceeding pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §157(b)(2).  The statutory predicates for the relief sought 

herein are sections 327(a) and 330 of the Bankruptcy Code, Federal Rule of Bankruptcy 

Procedure 2016(a), and Rule 2016-1 of the local rules of this Court (the “Local Rules”). 

                                                            
1 In accordance with the Trustee’s confirmed chapter 11 plan (the “Plan”), Robert J. Keach became the Estate 
Representative of the post-effective date estate of MMA on the effective date of the Plan, December 22, 2015.  See 
Plan, § 6.1(a). 
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BACKGROUND 

2. On August 7, 2013 (the “Petition Date”), the Debtor filed a voluntary petition for 

relief under chapter 11 of 11 U.S.C. § 101 et seq. (the “Bankruptcy Code”) in the United States 

Bankruptcy Court for the District of Maine (the “Bankruptcy Court”).  On August 21, 2013, the 

United States Trustee (the “U.S. Trustee”) appointed Robert J. Keach as chapter 11 trustee (the 

“Trustee”) to serve in the Debtor’s chapter 11 case (the “Case”) pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 1163. 

3. On August 21, 2013, the Trustee filed his Application for Order, Pursuant to 

Sections 327 and 328 of the Bankruptcy Code, Authorizing the Employment of Bernstein, Shur, 

Sawyer & Nelson, P.A., as Attorneys for the Trustee [Docket No. 74] (the “Retention 

Application”).  Thereafter, on August 28, 2013, the Court entered an order authorizing the 

employment of BSSN as counsel to the Trustee pursuant to sections 327 and 328 of the 

Bankruptcy Code [Docket No. 107] (the “Retention Order”).   

4. As set forth in the Retention Order, BSSN was authorized to, inter alia, “[advise] 

the Trustee with respect to his powers and duties in the Trustee’s continued management and 

operation of the Debtor’s business and property,” “[take] all necessary action to protect and 

preserve the Debtor’s estate,” and “[perform] all other necessary legal services and providing all 

other necessary legal advice to the Trustee in connection with the Case.”  See Retention Order, at 

2–3.  The Retention Order further provides that BSSN shall receive compensation on an hourly 

basis and in accordance with the applicable provisions of the Bankruptcy Code, the Federal 

Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure, the Local Rules, the United States Trustee Guidelines for 

Reviewing Applications for Compensation & Reimbursement of Expenses filed under 11 U.S.C. 

§ 330 (the “UST Guidelines”), and any applicable orders of the Court.  See Retention Order, at 1; 

see also Retention Application, ¶¶ 13–14.   
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5. On October 9, 2015, this Court entered the Order Confirming Trustee’s Revised 

First Amended Plan of Liquidation Dated July 15, 2015 and Authorizing and Directing Certain 

Actions in Connection Therewith [D.E. 1801] (the “Confirmation Order”), which, among other 

things, confirmed the Trustee’s Revised First Amended Plan of Liquidation Dated July 15, 2015 

(As Amended on October 8, 2015) [D.E. 1822] (the “Plan”).   

6. The effective date of the Plan occurred on December 22, 2015 (the “Effective 

Date”). 

7. Pursuant to the Plan, inter alia: (a) the Estate Representative was entitled to retain 

professionals in the ordinary course of business and without further order of the Court, including 

any professionals previously retained by the Trustee; and (b) the Estate Representative’s 

professionals must file fee applications for approval by the Court.  See Plan at § 6.2(d).   

8. On the Effective Date, the Estate Representative retained BSSN.  

9. Since the Effective Date and throughout the Compensation Period, BSSN has 

worked with the Estate Representative to meet the challenges presented by this Case in a manner 

beneficial to the post-effective date estate of the Debtor (the “Post-Effective Date Estate”) and 

the creditors of the Debtor’s estate.  The following discussion and materials annexed hereto 

cover the major categories of services for which allowance of compensation is sought.   

COMPENSATION AND REIMBURSEMENT REQUEST 

10. BSSN seeks allowance of compensation for professional services in the amount of 

$287,871.50 and reimbursement of expenses incurred in rendering such services in the amount of 

$2,761.21.  Pursuant to Rule 2016(a) of the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure and Local 

Rule 2016-1(a)(3)(i), a detailed statement of professional services provided by BSSN to the 

Estate Representative during the Compensation Period (the “Billing Statement”) is set forth on 

Exhibit A, annexed hereto and incorporated herein by reference.  BSSN has carefully reviewed 
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the Billing Statement on a line-by-line basis to ensure that services have been billed under the 

correct fee category.2 

11. Pursuant to Local Rule 2016-1(a)(3)(iv), a detailed statement setting forth billing 

rates, total hours billed, and total amounts billed for each professional and paraprofessional at 

BSSN during the Compensation Period and associated expenses incurred is contained in the 

tables located at the beginning of this Fee Application.  

12. Other than an agreement between BSSN and the Estate Representative for the 

sharing of compensation with the Estate Representative as a shareholder of BSSN, no agreement 

or understanding exists between BSSN and any other entity for the sharing of compensation 

sought by this Fee Application.  In addition, no payments have been made or promised to BSSN 

for services rendered or to be rendered in connection with the Case, except as set forth in the 

Retention Application and detailed in this Fee Application.   

13. BSSN has substantial expertise in such areas as business restructuring and 

bankruptcy, energy and environmental law, and litigation and dispute resolution.  Pursuant to 

Local Rule 2016-1(a)(3)(v), a brief biography of each BSSN professional and paraprofessional 

who has rendered services in connection with the fees and expenses described herein is set forth 

on Exhibit B, annexed hereto and incorporated herein by reference.   

14. This Fee Application is BSSN’s first application to this Court in this Case as 

counsel to the Estate Representative for compensation for professional services and 

reimbursement of expenses pursuant to sections 328 and 331 of the Bankruptcy Code, Rule 2016 

of the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure, and Rule 2016-1 of the Local Rules.  As required 

                                                            
2 BSSN implemented twenty-two (22) task codes for specific categories of work to permit a more detailed analysis 
of the fees incurred.  Given the multitude of attorneys and professionals involved and the number of task codes, 
inconsistences are inevitable despite BSSN’s best efforts to ensure that work on a specific topic is billed to a single 
task code.  
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by paragraph (b)(v) of the UST Guidelines, the Estate Representative has been given the 

opportunity to review this Fee Application and has approved the requested amount.   

SUMMARY OF SERVICES 

15. BSSN serves as legal counsel to the Estate Representative with respect to all 

bankruptcy matters that arise in or relate to the administration of the Debtor’s Post-Effective 

Date Estate.  In rendering professional services to the Estate Representative, BSSN’s legal team 

includes professionals with extensive experience in bankruptcy, real estate, and litigation 

practices, among others.  BSSN professionals have worked closely with the Estate 

Representative and his other professionals to coordinate assignments in order to maximize 

efficiency and avoid any duplication of effort. 

16. All of the services for which BSSN requests compensation herein were rendered 

on behalf of the Estate Representative in connection with this Case, and all the time described on 

the attached exhibits represents the actual amount of time spent by BSSN professionals who 

rendered the described services. 

17. BSSN does not wish to burden the Court with an overly detailed recitation of each 

and every matter with respect to which it has rendered services during the Compensation Period.  

Accordingly, this Fee Application is intended to serve as a summary description of the more 

significant services rendered by BSSN, and to highlight the benefits which have been conferred 

upon the creditors of the Debtor’s estate as a result of BSSN’s efforts.  The following section 

provides an overview of certain of the significant services rendered by BSSN during the 

Compensation Period, organized by project category.3  

                                                            
3 The examples given under each task code or project category are not all-inclusive; Exhibit A contains 
comprehensive details for each code and category. 
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A. Case Administration 

This project category includes services related to time spent assisting in the efficient 

administration of the Debtor’s Post-Effective Date Estate.  During the Compensation Period, 

services rendered by BSSN under this project category included: 

(a) Internal discussions and conferences with the Estate Representative 
regarding case strategy; 

(b) Miscellaneous filings and organization of documents, including ECF 
filings, affidavits of service, and communication with the Bankruptcy 
Court; and 

(c) Docketing case deadlines.  

BSSN spent 57.8 hours on this project category resulting in $12,042.50 in associated fees.  

B. Claims Administration and Objections 

This project category includes services related to claims administration and objections.  

During the Compensation Period, services rendered by BSSN professionals under this project 

category included: 

i. Analysis of the Debtor’s claims register;  

ii. Motion practice regarding certain motions for allowance of 
administrative claims;  

iii. Preparation for, defense of and taking of depositions; document 
review and production; evidentiary hearing preparation and 
attendance; and post-trial briefing regarding certain claims objections; 
and 

iv. Analysis regarding and opposition to certain motions for leave to late 
file claims.  

BSSN spent 230.0 hours on this project category resulting in $49,499.00 in associated fees.  

C. Fee/Employment Applications 

This project category includes services related to the preparation and prosecution of final 

fee applications for the Trustee and his professionals.  During the Compensation Period, BSSN 
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prepared, filed and served the fee applications of, inter alia, the Trustee [D.E. 2044], BSSN 

[D.E. 1958], Development Specialists, Inc. [D.E. 1977], Baker Newman & Noyes, LLC [D.E. 

1991], and Kugler Kandestin, LLP [D.E. 1988].  BSSN spent 71.4 hours on this project category 

resulting in $15,809.00 in associated fees.   

D. Litigation 

This project category relates to time spent conducting legal research, drafting and filing 

various motions and pleadings, and the initiation of, as well as defense against, certain adversary 

proceedings, and time for related court appearances.  During the Compensation Period, services 

rendered by BSSN under this project category include:  

i. Research relating to claims under the Carmack Amendment;  

ii. Preparation for and attendance at hearing on motion to dismiss 
certain avoidance actions brought by the Trustee (UFTA 
complaint against Wheeling & Lake Erie Railway Company 
(“Wheeling”) and 2011 Transaction Complaint);  

iii. Research for and drafting of a motion to transfer certain 
Derailment-related personal injury tort and wrongful death 
claims to the United States Court for the District of Maine (the 
“District Court”) and responsive pleadings; 

iv. Defend against and oversee extensive discovery by Wheeling; 
research for, strategic discussion of, analysis regarding, and 
draft reply in response to Wheeling’s objection to Trustee’s 
motion for summary judgment; preparation for and attendance 
at hearing on Trustee’s motion to dismiss.  

v. Respond to Wheeling’s motion strike expert designation 
(including through additional disclosures) and court 
appearances related to same. 

vi. Docketing of various deadlines related to the above; and 

vii. Document review and production in connection with 
Wheeling’s document requests.  

BSSN spent 921.5 hours on this project category resulting in $204,737.50 in associated fees.  
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ACTUAL AND NECESSARY DISBURSEMENTS 

18. As set forth on Exhibit A attached hereto, BSSN has disbursed $2,793.27 as 

expenses incurred in providing professional services during the Compensation Period.  The 

expenses incurred arise from, inter alia, Federal Express charges, filing and services fees, and 

transcripts.  These expenses represent the out-of-pocket disbursements incurred during the 

regular course of the provision of legal services.   

THE REQUESTED COMPENSATION AND REIMBURSEMENT OF  
EXPENSES SHOULD BE ALLOWED ON AN INTERIM BASIS 

19. Pursuant to section 330 of the Bankruptcy Code, the Court may award 

professionals “reasonable compensation for actual, necessary services.”  11 U.S.C. 

§ 330(a)(1)(A).  In evaluating the amount of reasonable compensation to be awarded, the Court 

should consider:  

the nature, the extent, and the value of such services, taking into account all relevant 
factors including: 

 
(A) the time spent on such services; 
 
(B) the rates charged for such services; 
 
(C) whether the services were necessary to the administration of, or 

beneficial at the time at which the service was rendered toward the 
completion of, a case under this title; 

 
(D) whether the services were performed within a reasonable amount 

of time commensurate with the complexity, importance, and nature 
of the problem, issue, or task addressed; 

 
(E) with respect to a professional person, whether the person is board 

certified or otherwise has demonstrated skill and experience in the 
bankruptcy field; and 

 
(F) whether the compensation is reasonable based on the customary 

compensation charged by comparably skilled practitioners in cases 
other than cases under this title. 

11 U.S.C. §§ 330(a)(3)(A–F).   
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20. BSSN submits that the services for which it seeks compensation in this Fee 

Application were necessary for and beneficial to the Post-Effective Date Estate.  The services 

rendered by BSSN were performed economically, effectively, and efficiently.  Accordingly, the 

compensation requested herein is reasonable in light of the nature, extent, and value of such 

services to the Debtor.   

21. The work conducted was carefully assigned to appropriate professionals or 

paraprofessionals according to the experience and level of expertise required for each particular 

task.  Whenever possible and where appropriate, BSSN sought to minimize the costs of its 

services by utilizing associates and paraprofessionals.   

22. In sum, the services rendered by BSSN were necessary and beneficial to the Post-

Effective Date Estate and such services were consistently performed in a timely manner, 

commensurate with the complexity and nature of the issues involved.  Accordingly, approval of 

compensation sought herein is warranted.   

[remainder of page intentionally left blank] 
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CONCLUSION 

WHEREFORE, BSSN respectfully requests that the Court enter an order: (a) approving 

on an interim basis, pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 330, $290,638.71 in fees and expenses for BSSN in 

its capacity as counsel to the Estate Representative during the Compensation Period, consisting 

of (i) compensation for services rendered in the amount of $287,871.50 and (ii) reimbursement 

of expenses in the amount of $2,767.21; and (b) granting such other and further relief as the 

Court deems just and proper.   

DATED: August 1, 2016   BERNSTEIN, SHUR, SAWYER & NELSON 
 

By: 
/s/ Sam Anderson    
Sam Anderson, Esq. 
Lindsay K. Zahradka, Esq. (admitted pro hac vice) 
100 Middle Street 
P.O. Box 9729 
Portland, ME 04104 
Telephone: (207) 774-1200 
Facsimile:  (207) 774-1127 
E-mail:      sanderson@bernsteinshur.com 
       lzahradka@bernsteinshur.com  

 
Counsel for Robert J. Keach, Estate Representative 
of the Post-Effective Date Estate of Montreal Maine 
& Atlantic Railway, Ltd.  
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Exhibit B 
BIOGRAPHIES OF BSSN PROFESSIONALS AND PARAPROFESSIONALS 

 
D. SAM ANDERSON 

Sam Anderson is a co-chair of the firm’s Business Restructuring and Insolvency Practice 
Group. Sam’s practice focuses primarily on representing debtors in Chapter 11 reorganization 
proceedings. Sam’s practice has focused most recently on representing real estate holding 
companies in chapter 11, including debtors in single asset real estate cases, and representing 
companies in the hospitality industry through reorganizations and asset sales. Additionally, Sam 
has considerable recent experience working on individual Chapter 11 reorganizations. He has 
extensive experience representing creditors in Chapter 11 proceedings, including representing 
landlords as creditors in these proceedings. 

  Sam has a wide range of experience in representing clients in pre-bankruptcy and 
bankruptcy related matters, including representing clients in valuation disputes, preference 
litigation, fraudulent transfer litigation, stay relief, assets sales under the Bankruptcy Code, plan 
confirmation and other matters arising under bankruptcy law. 

He also has experience representing plaintiffs and defendants in commercial litigation in 
both state and federal courts.  Sam was previously employed at firms in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania and Portland, Maine. He is recognized by Chambers USA and Best Lawyers in 
America. 

KATHERINE A. JOYCE 

Kat Joyce is the chair of the firm’s Energy and Environmental Practice Group. One of 
Kat’s primary practice areas is the environmental permitting and compliance issues arising from 
large-scale land developments and industrial operations. Kat’s practice has focused most recently 
on environmental permitting and compliance issues related to energy and manufacturing 
facilities, including real estate remediation and managing associated liabilities. Kat regularly 
represents clients before the Maine Department of Environmental Protection and the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency. Kat has been recognized for her environmental practice 
in both Chambers and SuperLawyers. Kat was admitted to practice in Maine in 2003, and has 
been with Bernstein Shur since 2007. 

PAUL MCDONALD 

Paul McDonald is a shareholder and the chair of the Litigation Practice Group. Paul 
concentrates his practice in complex commercial and business litigation matters. He has tried 
cases to judges, juries, administrative appeal panels and arbitrators in Maine and across the 
country. Paul is recognized as a leading commercial litigator by Chambers USA, Best Lawyers 
in America, and Super Lawyers, and is rated AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. As Chambers 
USA put it in its 2009 Edition of America’s Leading Business Lawyers, “His effectiveness in 
court is due to his careful preparation, thorough due diligence and presentation skills.” 
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Paul is a frequent presenter at legal and business seminars and is the co-author of a 
Bernstein Shur’s monthly Commercial and Business Litigation Newsletter. In 2010, Paul was 
awarded the Vincent L. McKusick Award by the Maine State Bar Association, which honors the 
author of the best article published in the Maine Bar Journal that year, for his article entitled 
Recovery of Lost Profits Damages; All Is Not Lost. 

EBEN ALBERT 

Eben practices in both the Litigation & Dispute Resolution and Technology, Outsourcing 
& Data Security practice groups.  Eben is experienced in commercial litigation, personal injury, 
data security, real-estate litigation (boundary disputes, adverse possession, FEDs, etc.), 
professional negligence, and general civil litigation.   

BODIE COLWELL 

Bodie B. Colwell was a member of Bernstein Shur’s Business Restructuring and 
Insolvency Practice Group. Her practice focused on bankruptcy and business reorganization, 
preference litigation, debt restructuring and general Chapter 11 bankruptcies. 

 Bodie serves as the coach of the teams representing the University of Maine School of 
Law at the Duberstein Moot Court Competition.  Additionally, Bodie is a volunteer editor for the 
American Bankruptcy Institute Volo Project and is a certified mediator.  Bodie earned her law 
degree cum laude from the University of Maine School of Law. She earned her BA from the 
University of Southern Maine, where she was president of the USM Political Science Student 
Association and a member of the Pi Sigma Alpha National Political Science Honor Society. 

ROMA DESAI 

Roma N. Desai is a member of Bernstein Shur’s Business Restructuring and Insolvency 
Practice Group. Her practice focuses on commercial bankruptcy and business reorganization. 

Prior to joining Bernstein Shur, Roma served as a federal law clerk for the Honorable J. 
Michael Deasy and the Honorable Mark W. Vaughn of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the 
District of New Hampshire. She has also worked for multiple New York City law firms, 
representing clients in commercial and corporate bankruptcy issues. 

Roma earned her JD from Washington University in St. Louis School of Law, where she 
completed an externship with the enforcement division of the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission. She is admitted to practice law in New York, the U.S. District Court for Eastern 
District of New York, the U.S. District Court for Southern District of New York the state of 
Maine and the U.S. District Court of Maine. 

TIMOTHY MCKEON 

Tim McKeon is a member of Bernstein Shur’s Business Restructuring and Insolvency 
Practice Group. His practice focuses on business finance and restructuring proceedings, 
including Chapter 11, asset sales and acquisition, and bankruptcy related litigation. 

Prior to joining Bernstein Shur, Tim was an associate at Davidoff Hutcher & Citron LLP 
in New York, New York. While there, he focused on bankruptcy, commercial litigation, general 
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corporate matters and government relations. During law school, Tim was a judicial intern for 
Hon. Carla E. Craig, U.S. Bankruptcy Chief Judge, E.D.N.Y. and Hon. Robert E. Grossman, 
U.S. Bankruptcy Judge, E.D.N.Y.  

Tim earned his JD from Brooklyn Law School and his BA from the College of the Holy 
Cross, where he was a member of the Phi Sigma Tau Honor Society. 

MICHAEL SIEDBAND 

Michael is a member of the firm’s Business Restructuring and Insolvency Practice 
Group. His practice focuses on business restructuring and insolvency proceedings, including 
chapter 11 reorganizations, asset sales and acquisitions, and bankruptcy-related litigation 

Prior to joining Bernstein Shur, Michael served for two years as a law clerk to the Hon. 
Bruce A. Harwood and the Hon. J. Michael Deasy of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District 
of New Hampshire. Prior to his clerkship, he was an associate at Looney & Grossman, LLP in 
Boston, Massachusetts, where he focused on bankruptcy, restructuring and commercial litigation.  
Michael has been ranked by Super Lawyers as a rising star in Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor 
Rights 

Michael earned his JD from Boston College, where he was managing editor and staff 
writer for the Uniform Commercial Code Reporter-Digest. He earned his BS from Boston 
University, magna cum laude. Michael was a varsity rower in college and a member of the US 
National Team for rowing at the 2003 Pan-Am Games.  

LINDSAY ZAHRADKA 

Lindsay is a member of Bernstein Shur’s Business Restructuring and Insolvency Practice 
Group. In her practice, Lindsay assists a broad array of corporate clients in matters including 
chapter 11 reorganizations, asset sales and acquisitions and bankruptcy-related litigation. 

Prior to joining Bernstein Shur, Lindsay worked as an associate with Akin Gump in New 
York, where she focused on financial restructuring matters. She advised borrowers, debtors, 
official committees of unsecured creditors, lenders, and ad-hoc groups of bondholders in 
connection with pre-filing negotiations and chapter 11 proceedings. 

PETER NICHOLS 

Peter is a paralegal in the Litigation Group.  Peter is a graduate of the University of 
Maine, and also attended Bentley College where he received a certificate in paralegal studies.  
He has been working as a litigation paralegal since 1985.  

KARLA QUIRK 

Karla Quirk is a paralegal in the Business Restructuring and Insolvency Practice Group.  
Karla served as a legal assistant at Bernstein Shur before being promoted to paralegal in 2012.  
She was previously employed at Verrill & Dana, LLP where she worked as a paralegal.   
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ANGELA STEWART 

Angela is a paralegal in the Business Restructuring and Insolvency Practice Group.  
Angela has worked as a paralegal since 1997.  She holds a BA in Public Management from the 
University of Maine.  

CHRISTINE B. BERTSCH 

Christine Bertsch has been the law librarian for Bernstein Shur since 1993.   Her 
background includes academic and public library work experience at the University of Maine at 
Presque Isle, Dyer Library Association, and the Fountaindale Public Library District.  She holds 
a master’s degree in library science from the University of Denver, 1977, and a BA degree from 
Illinois State University.  

Case 13-10670    Doc 2215-2    Filed 08/01/16    Entered 08/01/16 16:12:38    Desc
 Exhibit B    Page 4 of 4



 

 

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
DISTRICT OF MAINE 

 
 
In re: 
 
MONTREAL MAINE & ATLANTIC 
RAILWAY, LTD. 
 

Debtor. 
 

 
 
Bk. No. 13-10670 
Chapter 11 
 

 
ORDER GRANTING FIRST INTERIM APPLICATION FOR COMPENSATION AND 

REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES FOR BERNSTEIN, SHUR, SAWYER & NELSON, 
P.A., AS COUNSEL TO ROBERT J. KEACH, ESTATE REPRESENTATIVE, FOR THE 

PERIOD DECEMBER 23, 2015 THROUGH AND INCLUDING JUNE 30, 2016 

This matter having come before the Court on the First Interim Application for 

Compensation and Reimbursement of Expenses for Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson, P.A., as 

Counsel to Robert J Keach, Estate Representative, for the Period December 23, 2015 Through 

and Including June 30, 2016 (the “Fee Application”),1 and after proper notice to all creditors and 

other parties-in-interest, the Court having independently reviewed the Fee Application, it is 

hereby ORDERED, ADJUDGED, and DECREED as follows: 

1. The Fee Application is granted. 

2. In relation to the Compensation Period and, pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 330, BSSN is 

allowed compensation for services to the Estate Representative in the aggregate amount of 

$290,638.71, including professional fees in the amount of $287,871.50 and reimbursement of 

expenses in the amount of $2,767.21.  

3. The Fees and expenses for the Compensation Period are hereby awarded on an 

interim basis in accordance with the applicable sections of the Bankruptcy Code, the Federal 

Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure, and this Court’s local rules.  

                                                            
1 Capitalized terms not otherwise defined herein shall have the meaning ascribed to them in the Fee Application.  
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Dated:  ______________, 2016 

      ______________________________________ 
      The Honorable Peter G. Cary 

Chief Judge, United States Bankruptcy Court 
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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
DISTRICT OF MAINE 

 
 
In re: 
 
MONTREAL MAINE & ATLANTIC 
RAILWAY, LTD. 
 

Debtor. 
 

 
 
Bk. No. 13-10670 
Chapter 11 
 

 
NOTICE OF HEARING 

 

Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson, P.A. (“BSSN”), counsel to Robert J. Keach, the 
Estate Representative (the “Estate Representative”) of the bankruptcy estate of Montreal Maine 
& Atlantic Railway, Ltd. (the “Debtor”), has filed the First Interim Application for 
Compensation and Reimbursement of Expenses for Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson, P.A., as 
Counsel to Robert J. Keach, Estate Representative, for the Period December 23, 2015 Through 
and Including June 30, 2016 (the “Application”).  A hearing on the Application is set to take 
place at the United States Bankruptcy Court, 537 Congress Street, Portland, Maine on August 
30, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. (the “Hearing”). 

 
By the Application, BSSN seeks a total amount of $290,638.71, which includes 

$287,871.50 for compensation of professional fees and $2,767.21 for reimbursement of expenses 
incurred with respect to services rendered on behalf of the Estate Representative during the 
period December 23, 2015 through June 30, 2016 (the “Compensation Period”).  BSSN seeks an 
order authorizing and approving this compensation for fees and expenses incurred during the 
Compensation Period on an interim basis.   

 
Your rights may be affected.  You should read these papers carefully and discuss 

them with your attorney, if you have one in this bankruptcy case.  If you do not have an 
attorney, you may wish to consult one.   

 
If you do not want the court to approve the Application, or if you want the court to 

consider your views on the Application, then on or before August 23, 2016, you or your attorney 
must file with the court a written response explaining your position.  If you are not able to access 
the CM/ECF Filing System, your response should be served upon the Court at: 
 

Alec Leddy, Clerk 
United States Bankruptcy Court 

202 Harlow Street 
Bangor, Maine 04401 

 
-and- 
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Sam Anderson, Esq. 
Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson, P.A. 

100 Middle St., PO Box 9729 
Portland, Maine 04104-5029 

 
If you have to mail your response to the Court for filing, you must mail it early enough so 

that the Court will receive it on or before the date stated above. 
 

If you or your attorney do not take these steps, the Court may decide that you do not 
oppose the relief sought in the Application and may enter an order granting that relief. 

 
DATED: August 1, 2016 BERNSTEIN, SHUR, SAWYER & 

NELSON, P.A. 
 

     /s/ Sam Anderson    
Sam Anderson, Esq. 
Lindsay K. Zahradka, Esq. (admitted pro hac vice) 

      100 Middle Street, P.O. Box 9729 
      Portland, Maine 04104-5029 
      Telephone: (207) 774-1200 
      Facsimile: (207) 774-1127 
      Email:  sanderson@bersnsteinshur.com 
        lzahradka@bernsteinshur.com  
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